May 9, 2015 at 11:00am.
Maltas Residence
748 Old North Rd. Spring Valley
Speaker is Mike White from White Waters
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The meeting has been scheduled for 11:00 for those members
who would like to check out flowers at Hornbaker Gardens and
then come to the meeting.

The Maltas are located about 15 miles East of Hornbaker Gardens. The Maltas are graciously providing the club with a cook
out lunch after the meeting with Terry’s famous brisket and
pulled pork sandwiches.
Directions from East Peoria:
Take Rt. 116 East making a left turn onto Rt. 26 North (detour
because Rt.89 is closed) and go till you arrive in Lacon. Take a
right turn onto Rt. 17 at the stop light. Next you will turn left on
Rt. 89 North to Spring Valley. At a four way stop sign turn right
onto Dakota St.(Rt. 6) Travel thru the valley curves to the top of
the hill and turn left onto Old North Rd. 748 is 3 blocks ahead
on the left. Best to park on the left side of the road.
Directions from Hornbakers to Maltas House
Turn Left onto 1140 North Ave.(downhill). Turn Right onto Rt.
26. Turn Left onto Rt. 29 at the Stop sign. Then turn Right onto
Rt. 89. Go through town and at the top of the hill stay in the left
turn lane, turn left onto Old North Rd. Their home is on the left
side of the road.

Happy
Mother’s
Day

Many thanks to all who helped with the zoo pond clean up this year.
We had a great day and everything went well. Their pond now has 39
fish. This is amazing because last year they didn’t have near that
many. So much for water quality and clarity that we all think the fish
have to have. The water was worse than the
Illinois River water.
This is what happens when the clamps aren’t
tight on the pump. Pretty water feature.

We had most of the Board Members there to help along with Karen’s
husband Ralph and club member Jim Simmons.

Sorry, Rick you were moving around so fast helping everywhere that I
didn’t get your picture.
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Happy Mother’s Day
To All The Mothers In The Club

“M”

is for the million things she gave me.
“O” means only that she’s growing old.
“T” is for the tears she shed to save me.
“H” is for her heart of purest gold.
“E” is for her eyes, with love-light shining.
“R” means right, and right she’ll always be.
Put them all together, they spell MOTHER
A word that means the world to me.
Howard Johnson
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
For the month of May
Jean Barclay Joyce Gettys Terry Maltas
If I don’t have your birthday month, please get it to me.
Is everyone’s pond up and running by now? I know I started
our pond way too early. Should have waited until the end of
March like I have in past years. Sure don’t like cleaning out the
skimmer box filter pad and leaf net when it’s 34 degrees.
But, the temperature should be much warmer by now and your
bacteria should be starting to work. You have added your bacteria, RIGHT? Remember we carry over some bacteria thru the
winter but it’s not enough. So we always need to start up with
adding more to the pond.
It’s also a good idea to switch out which bacteria you use in
your pond each year. This way you get a better cross section of
good bacteria growing in the pond.
Jeannie has provided an article on salt for our ponds. She also
suggested that I try solar salt last year. We used to buy pickling
salt in four pound boxes for $2.00. But the solar salt that’s used
for water softeners is a crystal form and it comes in a forty or
fifty pound bag for around $5.00. That’s a big difference. You
just need a little more room for storage. So check out Jeanie's
article.
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It’s Ok to Use Salt
By Jeannie Clarke

Doctors may tell you to cut down of your salt intake,
but that is not the case for your koi. Actually, salt is a great
way to help fish ward off disease, infection and even improve their slime coat. It will help koi recover from the
stress of transport or even cure some illnesses. For instance
salt can help koi recover from nitrate poisoning and will
treat fungal infections.
The recommended dosage for most average usage is 1
½ lb per 100 gallons of water but may be increased to 2 ½
lb per 100 gallons.
In extreme cases you can use a very strong salt dip for a
short time, 30 minutes to 1 hour, for some infections or to
get rid of some parasites. This should only be done by a Koi
Health Advisor as some fish may not respond favorably to
such treatment.
Fish are cold blooded so be patient. It takes them much
longer to heal than warm blooded animals especially in
colder water. Just remember to monitor your pond, especially because koi have no immune system until the water
reaches 55 degrees.
The club has several salt meters, someone will let you
borrow one. The members guide gives the AKCA recommended salt level at .05. See members guide Section 2,
pages 17–22.
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Prairieland Pond & Koi Society
April 11, 2015-Club Meeting
The April club meeting was held at Kullscape. President Vince Smith called the meeting to order at 9:00
a.m. There were 45 members in attendance.
Meeting Business
Lisa, from Kullscape, talked about the new products that will be offered. There will be concrete paver
and retaining wall products. What makes this different from other brands is the special machine "County
Materials" uses to prevent the die in the brick or retaining walls from fading. They do have some in stock;
please ask for assistance and anyone can help. There are also Aquascape products available, the one she
focused on was a closing system that puts bacteria in automatically however, this product is on backorder.
Kullscape provides pond cleaning at $90.00 an hour starting from store to residence and back. A $350
deposit is required. It usually takes 6-8 hours to clean, depending on the size and how dirty the pond is.
A big congratulations to Lisa and Raymond's son, Jarrad. He competed against 800 students in a horticulture competition held by hundreds of colleges in Colorado. He placed 1st place in the Hardscape category,
and 9th overall. Great job!
Club Business

Vince wanted to make sure everyone is receiving the newsletter. One article he felt was important for
everyone to read was on algae. We also had a discussion on how much water flow should be turned over
each hour for individual ponds.
Farm and Fleet has a 4' handle to help reach debris that collects at the bottom of the pond. To those who
may be interested. Also, it was told to us that Tazewell County has the largest Heron population in the
country. Some suggestions to fight this battle was to place a scarecrow near the pond, other members tied
a shirt on a string. It scared their Herron and it never came back.
Brenda has printed an extra picture for each member to put inside name tags. This way if it flips over, the
member's name and face will still be seen.
The next club meeting will be held on May 9th, at the Maltas house. The meeting will begin at 11:00 with
a cookout following.
Respectfully submitted,
Letriana Cantrell, Secretary
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Memorial Day Tribute

“They answered their country’s
call to arms,
into battle they did go,

Where their final destination was,
No one will ever know,
May their final resting place,
Under some unknown sod,
Be forever hallowed,

For it is known
0nly unto God.”
TMP
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IT’S THAT TIME OF THE YEAR AGAIN
Club Dues Are Still Only $20.00
Please give cash/check to our treasurer:
Or Send To:
Karen Hofstetter
22223 Grosenbach Rd.
Washington, IL. 61571

KOI of the Year
The contest is open to all non board members in the club
and you need to get your picture to me.
Put your name on the back of the picture and let me know if you need the picture back when the contest in finished. The picture has to be submitted no later
than the October club meeting. The winner will be announced at the banquet in
November. That’s another good reason to attend the banquet. So start feeding
those fish (as soon as the water temperature is above 50), so you’ll have the biggest and best KOI in Prairieland Koi & Pond Society. The winner will receive a
PKPS award certificate and a fabulous gift, $100.00 cash!
Remember, it does have to be a picture of a fish currently living in your pond.
The board members will decide the winner.

Don’t forget to bring your lawn chairs.
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Board Meetings
May 23th Cantrell Residence

Club Meetings
May 9th Maltas Residence (cookout)
Visit Hornbakers

June 27th Smith Residence

June 13th TBA

July 25th Cantrell Residence

July 11th Routley Residence

August 22nd Kruger Residence

August 8th Kruger Residence

September 26th Hofstetter Residence

September 12th I.C.C. Days

(possible night tour)
October 24th Moreland Residence

October 10th Bong Residence

November 21st Clarke Residence

November 14th Banquet

TREASURER’S REPORT
Beginning Balance:
Income:
Expenses:
Ending Balance:

$3,527.93
365.00
1,421.37
$2,471.56
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